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ACHIEVER AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Minister for Child Protection) [12.10 pm]: I rise to inform the house 
about the Department for Child Protection and Family Support’s Perth Airport Achiever Awards. This unique 
program, which has now been running for 26 years, continues to celebrate the efforts of young people who have 
been in care and who are striving to achieve their career goals through further education and training. I am 
inspired by the resilience and courage of these diligent young people who have decided to harness their tenacity 
and the support of those around them to create a positive future for themselves. 
The Achiever Awards are an incentive education and training program, offering cash prizes over three 
categories: $4 000 in the University Achiever Award category with five winners; $1 000 in the 
Registered Training Achiever Award category with 13 winners; and $1 000 in the Apprenticeship or Traineeship 
Achiever Award category with seven winners. Half of the cash prize was presented at a presentation event and 
the other half was given to the young people following their successful enrolment in semester 2 or the next six 
months of an apprenticeship or traineeship. Two additional awards were also presented at the ceremony. The 
Ida Curtois Inspiration Award, which recognises a young person who has made an important contribution to their 
community, was awarded to 17-year-old Desmond Farrell. Desmond is a positive role model who has changed 
the way many people view and understand Aboriginal young people and the issues they face. 
The Excellence in Education and Training Award, which recognises a staff member for their outstanding 
commitment to further education outcomes in child protection, was awarded to Eugenia Leslie-George from the 
department’s Broome office for her tireless work with vulnerable children and young people. I would like to 
extend my sincere gratitude to our corporate sponsors for their generous contributions, many of whom have 
supported the program for several years. The Foster Care Association of Australia joined the team of sponsors 
this year to support the Rise Up Regional Award, specifically developed to create positive relationships between 
regional young people and their communities. The young winners shared their stories in their nomination 
material and members will see some of their quotes in Parliament House this week. I would like to share 
a couple of those quotes now, which read, according to my notes — 

“I have realised sometimes the odds may be against you but whatever happens in life it all comes down 
to perspective. Whenever life has challenged me or got me down, I always try to face it with the right 
attitude and with determination.” 

And — 
“My overall goal is to obtain my degree in commerce and work for Child Protection and Family 
Services. I wish to one day provide as much high-quality work and support for families and children as 
my case managers and other various staff have done for me over the years.” 

I encourage all members to take the time to read these quotes, which provide a rare insight into their lives. 
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